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A few days ago, | read an article which argued that the Third
Industrial Revolution would be a Robot Revolution. It asserted that robots
would change the pattern of the global manufacturing industry, and China
would become the world’s largest robot market. The International
Federation of Robotics predicted that the Robot Revolution would create
a market value of trillions of US dollars.

Hardware and software for producing robots are becoming
increasingly mature, the production cost keeps dropping and the functions
robots can perform are more diversified thanks to the integration between
robot technology and the new generation of information technology, such
as big data, cloud computing and the mobile Internet, and the rapid
development of 3D printing and artificial intelligence. Military unmanned
aerial vehicles, self-driving cars and home-service robots have been put
into application. Some artificially intelligent robots have pretty sturdy
self-thinking and learning ability.

Robots are dubbed “pearls on the crown of the manufacturing
industry.” A country’s achievement in robotics research, development,
manufacturing and application is an important yardstick with which to
measure its level of scientific and technological innovation and high- end
manufacturing. Major robot-producing companies and countries have
stepped up their efforts to gain advantages in terms of technology and
markets.

I couldn’t help wondering: China will be the largest robot market in

the world, yet can its technology and manufacturing capability sustain it



through the competition? We should make better robots and seize bigger
market shares. There are many such new technologies and new fields. We
should size up the situation, take the overall picture into account, and
make plans as soon as possible and implement them solidly.

(Xi Jinping: The Governance of China)
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